FLORENCE NIGHTINGALE           gi
Female nurses had proved a boon in the hos-
pitals of Scutari, and it seemed to Herbert per-
fectly reasonable to arrange for a further party.
The country had pressed the Government to
increase the number of female nurses ; a phrase
in a letter from Bracebridge had seemed to indi-
cate that Florence would welcome assistance;
and Herbert could see no reason why there should
be protest. To Florence, however, it appeared a
studied insult. She reminded Herbert that he
had agreed to consult her before any such step
was taken, and stated that, had she been con-
sulted, she would certainly have refused. She
accused Herbert of betraying her, arid so greatly
was she upset that she offered to resign* Herbert
begged her not to desert the soldiers, but only
after a severe struggle with herself did Florence
consent to remain at her post.
The matter seemed a trifling one, but actually
it was serious- Florence was fighting a battle
with the officials, and the arrival of this new party
complicated the position. Dr. Menzies, the
medical superintendent at Scutari, slated bluntly
that he would not have additional morses, the
doctors cm the whole supported him, and accom-
modation could not be spared for these new-
comers either in the Barrack or General HoepataL
The authorities complained that they had been
hoodwinked, and that their toleration of the first
batch of Nightingales had been wilfully miscon-
strued into a general permission to import female
nurses freely. They were resolved that 120 possible